MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLBMAGNE
Gregory II died in 729. His successor was the Syrian Gregory III,
the last Pope to require the Emperor to ratify his election.1
But he was no sooner enthroned than he resumed the struggle
against iconoclasty. In 731 he convoked a synod which excom-
municated the destroyers of images. The Emperor replied to this
frontal attack by detaching from the jurisdiction of Rome all the
dioceses on the east of the Adriatic (Illyria), Sicily, Bruttium, and
Calabria, which he placed under the authority of die Patriarch of
Constantinople.2 He also deprived the Church of its domains in
Sicily, Calabria and Bruttium, which brought in a yearly revenue
of 350 pounds of gold. Thus the Pope, from the Byzantine stand-
point of the Emperor, was henceforth little more than an Italian
bishop. His hierarchic and dogmatic influence would no longer
be exercised in the Orient, from which he was excluded. The
Latin Church was expelled from the Byzantine world by the
Emperor himself.
And yet the Pope did not break with the Emperor. His loyalty
may perhaps be explained by a change of attitude on the part of
Luitprand, who, breaking with the Exarch, seized Ravenna, and
thereby betrayed his intention of conquering the whole of Italy.
As a result of this conquest, if Rome had fallen, the Pope would
have been degraded to the rank of a Lombard bishop. Thus, in
spite of all that had happened, he supported the Greek cause.
He exhorted the Bishop of Grado to induce die people of the
lagoons—that is, the Venetians—to employ their ships against the
Lombards of Ravenna, who possessed no fleet. Thanks to these
hardy sailors, the city was captured, and was once more occupied
by the Exarch in 735. But Luitprand was still formidable.3 In 738
the Pope entered into an alliance against him with the Dukes of
Spoleto and Benevento, who were attempting to assert their
independence.4 But in 739 Luitprand attacked the Duke of Spoleto,
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